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general.   We  note  also  that  some  at  least of   the
stories of Merlin appear to be of Oriental origin; and,
of course, " it is Merlin  who  constructs  the Bound
Table after the model of its two predecessors; Merlin
who reveals to  the  Knights of   Arthur's  court  tho
presence of the Grail in Britain and the necessity for
its quest ".    The presence of Oriental elements in the
Arthurian cycle has  been  often  suspected  but  has
never yet been fully worked out.    Thus, again, Prof.
Sir John Rhys would connect the name of  Arthur
with   that  of   the  Indo-Iraniao god Aiyaman (The
Arthurian Legend," pp. 44-45), nor is he averse to
bringing in jin occasional analogy from the Big-Veda
to illustrate his suggestions (ib, p. 267).    Mr- B. S.
Loomis would go as far as Sainothrace for cults of
goddesses who made contributions to the Grail Legend
(GsJtic Myth and Arthurian Romance, pp. 285-295).
Dr. Nutt has emphasised the resemblance of Greek
and Irish conceptions in the   matter   of  the Other
World.    Miss Weston would resort   to  the   cult  of
Adonis to find the origins of the Grail Legend and
would attribute to the Phoenician settlers in ancient
Britain, the work of transferring the Adonis  cult to
that country (Quest of the Holy Grail, pp. 77-78 and
116) ; while Prof. Nitze champions the claims of the
* It is to be noted however that i! Arthur is to be connected wifcU
Aryaman he is indirectly connected wifeh Mitra or Mithra. For Aryaman
fr a ifclar god very similar to Mithra ; as Sir A. B. Keith observes,
'* Aryamast, who is Indo-Iraniau in character, and may even be akin to the
Irish ancestor Aircm, haa practically no distinctive feature gave his friend;
ly nature which makes him a parallel with Mitra " (Religion and Philfr
ooyhy of t7ie Vedas, p. 99).